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CALLED AS A WITNESS BEFORE THE GRAND JURY OF THE COUNTY

OF LOS ANGELES, WAS SWORN AND TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

EVIDENCE YOU SHALL GIVE IN THIS MATTER NOW PENDING BEFORE

THE GRAND JURY OF THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES SHALL BE THE

TRUTH,

HELP YOU GOD?

NAME FOR THE RECORD.

B-E-A-T-R-I-C-E, RODRIGUEZ, R-O-D-R-I-G-U-E-Z.

BY MR.

THE ALHAMBRA POLICE DEPARTMENT?

FACE THE GENTLEMAN ON THE END.

BEATRICE RODRIGUEZ,

THE FOREPERSON: DO YOU SOLEMNLY STATE THAT THE

THE WHOLE TRUTH, AND NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH, SO

THE WITNESS: YES.
MS. PRIVER: THANK YOU.
PLEASE BE SEATED.

MA'AM, WOULD YOU STATE AND SPELL YOUR FULL

THE WITNESS: MY NAME IS BEATRICE,

MS. PRIVER: THANK YOU.

MR. SORTINO.

EXAMINATION
SORTINO:
Q MA'AM, WHAT DO YOU DO FOR A LIVING?
A I AM A POLICE OFFICER.
Q FOR WHAT LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY?
A ALHAMBRA POLICE DEPARTMENT.

Q HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN A POLICE OFFICER FOR
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A TWO-AND-A-HALF YEARS.

Q DO YOU HAVE LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING PRIOR

TO THAT ASSIGNMENT WITH ANOTHER LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY?

A YES, I DO.

Q WHAT DEPARTMENT IS THAT?

A WITH THE L.A. COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE.

Q HOW LONG WERE YOU A DEPUTY SHERIFF BEFORE

YOU BECAME AN ALHAMBRA POLICE OFFICER?

A THREE YEARS.

Q SO YOUR TOTAL LAW ENFORCEMENT EXPERIENCE IS
HOW MANY YEARS?

A ABOUT FIVE-AND-A-HALF YEARS.
Q NOW, ON THE MORNING --
WHAT WAS YOUR ASSIGNMENT AT THE ALHAMBRA
POLICE DEPARTMENT BACK ON FEBRUARY 3RD OF 20037
A I WAS ON PATROL.

Q ON THAT MORNING AT ABOUT 5:00 A.M. WERE YOU

ASSIGNED TO PATROL DUTIES?

A YES, I WAS.
o) WERE YOU OUT IN THE FIELD IN A RADIO CAR?
A YES, I WAS.
Q DID YOU HEAR THE DISPATCHER SENDING. OUT A

CALL ABOUT A WOMAN WHO HAD BEEN SHOT AT 1700 GRAND VIEW
DRIVE IN THE CITY OF ALHAMBRA?
A YES.

Q DID YOU GO TO THE LOCATION IN RESPONSE TO

THIS CALL?

A YES, I DID.
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Q WHEN YOU ARRIVED THERE, WERE THERE OTHER

OFFICERS ALSO ARRIVING AT ROUGHLY THE SAME TIME?

A YES.

Q DO YOU REMEMBER THE NAMES OF ANY OF THE
OFFICERS?

A YES, I DO.

Q WHO WERE THE OFFICERS THAT YOU SAW THERE
THAT DAY?

A OFFICER MIKE PAGE, OFFICER JIM HAMMOND,

BRANDON CARDELLA, OFFICER SEKI, OFFICER TAMAYO; AND OUR
SERGEANT THAT EVENING WAS SERGEANT GARY LA GUARD.

MS. PRIVER: COULD YOU KEEP YOUR VOICE UP FOR US A
LITTLE?

THE WITNESS: YES. 1I'M SORRY.

MS. PRIVER: THANK YOU.

Q BY MR. SORTINO: AT SOME POINT WAS THERE A
DECISION MADE TO FORM AN ENTRY TEAM TO ACTUALLY ENTER THE

PROPERTY AND TRY TO GET UP TO THE HOUSE?

A YES.
Q WHO WERE THE MEMBERS OF THE ENTRY TEAM?
A MYSELF AND OFFICERS PAGE, HAMMOND, TAMAYO

AND BRANDON CARDELLA.

Q AND DID THAT GROUP OF OFFICERS APPROACH THE

HOUSE BY A CERTAIN ROUTE?

A YES.

Q HOW DID YOU GET UP TO THE HOUSE ITSELF?

A WE TOOK THE DRIVEWAY.

Q AND AT SOME POINT DID YOU TAKE THE DRIVEWAY
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ALL THE WAY UP TO THE MOTOR COURT WHICH IS IN BACK OF THE

HOUSE?

s I @ T - B © SR — R @ S &

Q

YES, WE DID.

WHO LED THE WAY UP THE DRIVEWAY THAT DAY?
MIKE PAGE DID.

WAS THERE SOMEBODY WITH A BALLISTIC SHIELD?
YES.

WHO WAS THAT?

THAT WAS BRANDON CARDELLA.

WAS HE THE LEAD OFFICER ACTUALLY GOING UP

THE HILL IN THE FIRST POSITION?

A

Q

YES, HE WAS.

NOW, AT SOME POINT AFTER GETTING UP TO THE

MOTOR COURT DID YOU CLEAR ANY VEHICLES UP THERE?

A YES, WE DID.

Q DID YOU PERSONALLY CLEAR THE VEHICLE?

A YES.

Q WHAT KIND OF A CAR WAS 1IT?

A IT WAS A SEDAN, I BELIEVE.

Q DO YOU REMEMBER WHAT COLOR IT WAS?

A BURGUNDY OR REDDISH.

Q AND WAS THERE A GARAGE STRUCTURE THERE AS
WELL?

A YES.

Q DID A PORTION OF THE OFFICERS THAT WERE
MAKING ENTRY THAT DAY -~ DID THEY START TO CLEAR THE
GARAGE?




1 0 DID THAT INCLUDE YOU?
'I’ 2 A YES.
3 0 WHO ELSE?
1 A MYSELF, BRANDON, MIKE, OFFICER HAMMOND.
5 | EVERYBODY EXCEPT FOR OFFICER TAMAYO.
6 Q WHEN YOU SAY "BRANDON," YOU ARE REFERRING
7 TO OFFICER CARDELLA?
8 A OFFICER CARDELLA. 1I'M SORRY.
9 0 AND MIKE IS OFFICER PAGE?
10 A OFFICER PAGE.
11 0 AND HAMMOND IS JIM HAMMOND?
12 A YES.
13 Q DID OFFICER CARDELLA ACTUALLY GO INSIDE THE
14 STRUCTURE AND ASSIST WITH THE SEARCH OF THE GARAGE?
‘ 15 A NO, HE DID NOT.
16 0 WHAT DID HE DO WHILE YOU AND THE OTHER
17 | OFFICERS WERE INSIDE CLEARING THE GARAGE?
18 A HE STOOD IN THE DOORWAY OF THE GARAGE AND
19 | KEPT A VISUAL OBSERVATION ON THE HOUSE WHILE WE SEARCHED
20 | THE AREA.
21 Q NOW, AT SOME POINT DID THE THREE OFFICERS
52 | THAT ACTUALLY WENT INSIDE THE GARAGE COME BACK OUT OF THE
53 | GARAGE TO WHERE OFFICER CARDELLA WAS?
24 A YES.
25 0 AND WHILE YOU WERE OUT THERE WITH OFFICER
56 | CARDELLA, DID YOU EVENTUALLY SEE SOME MOVEMENT IN THE
. 27 HOUSE?
28 A YES, WE DID.
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1 Q WHAT DID YOU SEE?
. 2 A WE SAW THE SUBJECT WALKING, PACING THE
3 AREA.
4 Q AND WHERE WAS HE WHEN YOU SAW HIM?
5 A WHEN WE FIRST SAW HIM, HE WAS, I BELIEVE,
6 IN THE SECOND STORY OF HIS HOME.
7 Q DID YOU EVENTUALLY SEE HIM AT THE LOWER
8 LEVEL?
S A YES, WE DID.
10 Q WHERE WAS HE WHEN YOU SAW HIM AT THE LOWER
11 LEVEL?
12 A HE WAS ON THE PORCH AREA.
13 Q ADJACENT TO WHAT DOOR?
14 A ADJACENT TO THE REAR‘DOOR.
‘ 15 Q DID OFFICER CARDELLA MAKE A NUMBER OF
16 | COMMANDS TO HIM?
17 A YES, HE DID.
18 Q AND DID THE SUSPECT OR THE PERSON COMPLY
19 WITH THOSE COMMANDS?
20 A NO, HE DID NOT.
21 Q DID HE COMPLY WITH THE COMMANDS AT SOME
22 POINT AND THEN NOT -- STRIKE THAT. LET ME BACK UP FOR A

23 SECOND.

24 WHAT DID OFFICER CARDELLA TELL HIM TO DO?

25 IT WAS OFFICER CARDELLA WHO WAS MAKING THE
26 COMMANDS?

‘ 27 A YES.

28 9] WHAT DID OFFICER CARDELLA TELL HIM TO DO?
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A STOP.

Q WHERE WERE HIS HANDS, WHERE WERE THE
SUSPECT'S HANDS, WHEN YOU FIRST SAW THEM?

A THEY WERE AT HIS SIDES.

Q DO YOU REMEMBER IF THEY WERE EVER IN HIS
POCKETS AT SOME POINT?

A I DON'T RECALL.

Q ALL RIGHT. AT SOME POINT WAS THERE A

DECISION MADE TO ACTUALLY ENTER THE HOUSE?

A YES.

Q WHO ACTUALLY ENTERED THE HOUSE FIRST?
A OFFICER CARDELLA.

Q AND THE BALLISTIC SHIELD THAT HE HAD

BROUGHT UP THERE, DID HE STILL HAVE IT AT THAT TIME?

A YES, HE DID.

Q WHAT WAS HE DOING WITH IT WHEN HE ENTERED
THE HOUSE?

A HE USED IT TO MOVE THE SUBJECT INTO THE
HOUSE.

Q I'M SORRY, HE USED IT TO WHAT?

A HE USED IT TO MAKE ENTRY INTO THE DOORWAY.

Q AND WHERE WAS THIS SUSPECT THAT YOU HAD

SEEN WHEN OFFICER CARDELLA ENTERED WITH THE SHIELD?

A HE WAS STANDING IN THE DOORWAY.

Q WAS HE INSIDE THE HOUSE?

A I DON'T RECALL.

Q ALL RIGHT. WHO CAME AFTER OFFICER
CARDELLA?
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A I BELIEVE THAT WOULD BE OFFICERS PAGE AND
HAMMOND.

Q AND WHO WAS THE LAST OFFICER TO MAKE ENTRY?

A I WAS.

Q NOW, AFTER ENTRY WAS THIS PERSON EVENTUALLY
HANDCUFFED?

A YES.

Q WHO HANDCUFFED HIM?

A OFFICER HAMMOND AND OFFICER PAGE.

Q T WANT TO SHOW YOU A PHOTOGRAPH. IT HAS

BEEN MARKED AS 22 FOR IDENTIFICATION.

DO YOU RECOGNIZE THAT PERSON ON THE SCREEN

BEHIND YOU?

A YES, I DO.

Q WHO IS THAT?

A THAT WAS THE PERSON STANDING IN THE
DOORWAY .

Q 1S THAT THE PERSON THAT OFFICER HAMMOND AND
OFFICER PAGE EVENTUALLY HANDCUFFED'THAT NIGHT =-- THAT

MORNING AFTER YOU MADE ENTRY INTO THE HOUSE?

A YES, IT WAS.
Q NOW, WHILE OFFICER PAGE AND OFFICER HAMMOND
WERE HANDCUFFING THAT INDIVIDUAL -- LET ME BACK UP.

WHAT DID YOU DO AS YOU MADE ENTRY INTO THE

HOUSE BEHIND THE OTHER THREE OFFICERS?
A I KIND OF ROLLED OVER TO THE SIDE; I

OBSERVED A FEMALE; THEN I WENT TO TAKE COVER IN FRONT OF

THE FOYER AND STAIRWELL.




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28

366

Q NOW, WHEN YOU SAY YOU WENT OFF TO THE SIDE,

vYOU ENTERED THE HOUSE, YOU ARE IN THE FOYER AREA?

A YES.

Q WHAT SIDE DID YOU GO OFF TO?

A I BELIEVE IT WAS TO MY RIGHT.

Q AND WHEN YOU WENT OVER TO YOUR RIGHT, DID

YOU SEE SOMEBODY ELSE IN THE FOYER?
A YES, I DID.

Q AND DESCRIBE HOW THAT PERSON APPEARED TO

YyoU AT THAT TIME.

A SHE APPEARED TO BE DEAD TO ME AT THE TIME.
Q ALL RIGHT. WHAT DID THIS PERSON LOOK LIKE?
A SHE WAS TALL, BLOND HAIR.

Q FEMALE?

A YES.

Q WHAT RACE?

A WHITE.

Q AND HOW WAS SHE POSITIONED IN THE FOYER?

A SHE APPEARED TO BE SLUMPED OVER THE CHAIR,

WITH HER BACK ON THE CHAIR.

Q HER BACK ON THE CHAIR?

A YES.

Q WHERE WERE HER LEGS?

Y2 HER LEGS WERE KIND OF -- THEY WERE IN FRONT
OF HER.

0 EXTENDED OUT IN FRONT OF HER?

A YES.

Q I AM GOING TO SHOW YOU AN EXHIBIT MARKED AS




367

1 5, PHOTO A ON NO. 5. WOULD YOU TAKE A LOOK AT THAT
. 2 BEHIND YOU.
3 DO YOU SEE THE FEMALE SLUMPED IN THE CHAIR
4 THERE?
5 A YES, I DO.
6 Q DO YOU RECOGNIZE HER?
7 A YES, I DO.
8 Q WHAT IS THAT -- OR WHO IS THAT?
9 A THAT WAS THE FEMALE THAT I OBSERVED UPON
10 ENTERING THE HOUSE.
11 Q IS THAT THE WAY SHE LOOKED WHEN YOU SAW HER
12 THAT MORNING?
13 A EXACTLY.
14 Q NOW, AFTER YOU LOOKED OVER AND SAW THE
. 15 FEMALE --
16 DID YOU SEE ANYBODY TRY TO CHECK HER FOR
17 VITAL SIGNS?
18 A YES.
19 Q WHO WAS THAT?
20 a THAT WAS OFFICER CARDELLA.
21 Q AFTER YOU SAW THAT AND AFTER YOU SAW THE
22 FEMALE, WHERE DID YOU GO?
23 A I WENT OVER -- I WENT FURTHER DOWN THE
24 HALLWAY BY THE STAIRWELL IN THE MAIN ENTRANCE.
25 Q AND WERE YOU COVERING A PARTICULAR PART OF
26 THE RESIDENCE?
. 27 A YES, I WAS.
28 Q WHAT PART WERE YOU COVERING?
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A A HALLWAY AND A PORTION OF THE FOYER.
Q NOW, WHEN YOU SAY YOU WERE COVERING IT, HOW
WERE YOU COVERING THAT AREA?

A I POSITIONED MYSELF TO HAVE AN OBSERVATION

ON BOTH SECTIONS.

Q AND DID YOU HAVE A WEAPON WITH YOU?

A YES, I DID.

Q WHAT WEAPON WAS THAT?

A I HAD MY HANDGUN.

Q HOW WERE YOU USING YOUR HANDGUN AT THAT
TIME?

A YES, I WAS.

Q HOW WERE YOU USING YOUR HANDGUN TO COVER

THE PORTIONS OF THE HALLWAY AND FOYER?

A I HAD IT OUT IN MY HAND.

Q WERE YOU POINTING IT IN SOME DIRECTION?

A YES, I WAS.

Q WHERE WERE YOU POINTING IT?

A I WAS POINTING IT DOWN THE HALLWAY.

Q NOW, AS YOU WERE DOING THAT, COULD YOU HEAR

WHETHER OR NOT THE PERSON THAT HAD BEEN DETAINED, THE
PERSON YOU HAVE IDENTIFIED, WAS MAKING ANY STATEMENTS?

A YES.

Q WAS HE TALKING QUIETLY, YELLING? HOW WOULD
YOU CHARACTERIZE THE LEVEL OF HIS VOICE?

A I WOULD SAY HE WAS LOUD.

Q AND WERE YOU PAYING ATTENTION TO SOME OF

THE THINGS THAT HE WAS SAYING?
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Q I WANT TO SHOW YOU WHAT'S BEEN MARKED AS --
I WILL PUT IT THE OTHER WAY.

I WILL SHOW YOU WHAT HAS BEEN MARKED AS

PEOPLE'S 18. THE DIAGRAM THAT IS UP ON THE BOARD BEHIND
YOU, DO YOU SEE THAT DIAGRAM?

A YES, I DO.

Q DOES THAT ACCURATELY SHOW, IN DIAGRAM FORM,

THIS FOYER AREA THAT YOU MADE ENTRY TO ON THE MORNING OF

FEBRUARY 3RD OF 20037

A YES, IT DOES.

Q CAN YOU PLEASE POINT OUT ON THE DIAGRAM,
USING THAT POINTER THAT IS RIGHT NEXT TO YOU, THE
POSITION —-- THE LOCATION YOU WERE AT OR HOW YOU HAD
POSITIONED YOURSELF AS YOU WERE COVERING THIS HALLWAY AND
THE PORTION OF THE FOYER AREA?

MS. PRIVER: CAREFUL YOU DON'T ROLL BACKWARDS.

THE WITNESS: IT WAS THIS AREA (POINTING).

MR. SORTINO: FOR THE RECORD, SHE HAS POINTED TO
WHAT APPEARS TO BE THE INTERSECTION OF THE FOYER AND THE
HALLWAY LEADING TO THE WEST, DIRECTLY ~-- ACTUALLY JUST TO
THE SIDE OF THE FOOT OF THE STAIRS, ROUGHLY BETWEEN THE
FOOT OF THE STAIRS AND THE DOORWAY TO THE BATHROOM.

MS. PRIVER: YES.

MR. SORTINO: YOU CAN RESUME YOUR SEAT.

MS. PRIVER: BE CAREFUL IT DOESN'T ROLL OFF THE

STEP THERE, YOUR SEAT, WHEN YOU SIT DOWN.

Q BY MR. SORTINO: LET ME ASK YOU ONE OTHER
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QUESTION. WHEN YOU LOOKED AT THE VICTIM AND SAW HER THAT
MORNING, DID YOU SEE ANY WEAPON IN HER VICINITY?

| YES, I DID.

WHAT KIND OF A WEAPON DID YOU SEE?

IT LOOKED LIKE A HANDGUN, A SMALL HANDGUN.

WHERE WAS IT IN RELATION TO THE VICTIM?

s I © SR R © B

UNDER HER FEET.

Q NOW, AS YOU WERE STANDING AT THE FOOT OF
THAT STAIRWAY, OR ROUGHLY BY THE ENTRY TO THE BATHROOM
COVERING THE HALLWAY, YOU SAID YOU COULD HEAR THE SUSPECT
THAT WAS DETAINED MAKING STATEMENTS?

A YES.

Q AND INITIALLY WHEN YOU WERE COVERING THAT
HALLWAY, WERE YOU ALONE OR WAS THERE ANOTHER OFFICER
ASSISTING YOU?

A I WAS ALONE.

Q AS YOU WERE STANDING THERE ALONE COVERING
THAT HALLWAY, WHAT DID YOU HEAR THE SUSPECT SAY?

A HE SAID, "WHAT'S WRONG WITH YOU GUYS? WHAT

ARE YOU DOING? I DIDN'T MEAN TO SHOOT HER. IT WAS AN

ACCIDENT."

Q DO YOU RECALL ANY OTHER STATEMENTS THAT HE
MADE?

A SOMETHING TO THE EFFECT THAT HE HAD AN

EXPLANATION FOR IT.

Q AND THIS ALL OCCURRED WHILE YOU WERE

STANDING IN THAT AREAR COVERING THE HALLWAY?

A YES, IT DID.




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28

371

Q

AT SOME POINT WERE YOU JOINED BY ONE OF THE

OTHER OFFICERS TO ASSIST YOU IN COVERING THE HALLWAY?

A

Q

A

Q

YES, I WAS.
WHO WAS THAT?
IT WAS OFFICER CARDELLA.

AND DID THAT OCCUR BEFORE OR AFTER YOU

HEARD THESE STATEMENTS YOU HAVE JUST RECOUNTED TO THE

GRAND JURY?
A

Q

AFTER I HEARD THE STATEMENTS.

LATER THAT MORNING DID YOU RETURN TC THE

ALHAMBRA POLICE DEPARTMENT?

A
Q
A
Q
A
Q

MEMORY?
A
Q

REPORT?
A

Q

STRIKE THAT.

YES, I DID.

DID YOU WRITE A REPORT ABOUT THIS INCIDENT?

YES, I DID.
THAT SAME MORNING?
YES, I DID.

WAS THE INCIDENT STILL FRESH IN YOUR

YES, IT WAS.

DID YOU DOCUMENT THOSE STATEMENTS IN YOUR

YES, I DID.

AND WHEN YOU DOCUMENTED THEM IN YOUR --

AT THE TIME YOU WROTE YOUR REPORT AND

DOCUMENTED THOSE STATEMENTS, DID YOU BELIEVE IT WAS

IMPORTANT TO DOCUMENT EXACTLY WHAT THE SUSPECT HAD SAID

THAT YOU HAD HEARD?
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A YES, I DID.

Q DID YOU DO SOMETHING WHEN YOU WROTE YOUR
REPORT TO INDICATE THAT THOSE STATEMENTS WERE EXACTLY

WHAT YOU HEARD THE SUSPECT SAY?

A YES, I DID.

Q WHAT DID YOU DO?

A I PUT THEM IN QUOTATIONS.
Q IN YOUR REPORT?

A YES, I DID.

Q I WOULD LIKE YOU TO TAKE A LOOK AT
PEOPLE'S 289.

MS. PRIVER: THE BOOK IN FRONT OF YOU HAS A TAB
FOR THE EXHIBITS. ©NO. 29, PLEASE.

Q BY MR. SORTINO: DO YOU SEE THAT

TRANSCRIPT, NO. 297

A YES.

Q HAVE YOU SEEN THAT TRANSCRIPT BEFORE?

A YES, I HAVE.

Q AT MY REQUEST, IN FACT, HAVE YOU REVIEWED

THAT TRANSCRIPT ALONG WITH THE RECORDING THAT IT Is A

TRANSCRIPTION OF?

A YES, I HAVE.

Q DID YOU RECOGNIZE IT AS CONTAINING SOME OF
THE STATEMENTS THAT WERE MADE BY THE SUSPECT THAT MORNING
AFTER HIS ARREST?

A YES, I DID.

) NOW I WOULD LIKE TO DIRECT YOUR ATTENTION

TO PAGE 1, AND LET ME ASK YOU THIS AS WELL: AS YOU




